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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director (Science and Technology)
SUBJECT: Explanation of the COMOR Working Group's
' "Views on the Importance of Targets for
T ~ the
1. ©  On Monday morning, 28 October, I talked with
Colonel Songer and Commander Duckett of OSA and was advised
25X1 : area of the Sino-Indian

porder another milssion was planned to cover some transportation

routes between the NEFA area and the Ladakh area. In my own
mind, I doubted that this intermediate area warranted a special
mission. I accordingly dispatched the following telecon to the

COMOR and Working Group members:

"In case of Sino-Indian border, COMOR
at last meeting (COMOR-M-208, para 3a) indicated
that except for the NEFA area further coverage
not necessary at this time. However, Chairman
advised by Operations that it wishes a confirmation
this statement takes account of fact that there are
transportation targets in area between NEFA and
Ladakh for which a mission is planned, Chairman
requested Working Group to consider this at meeting
29 October, to advise Chairman immediately as well
as principals on COMOR so that by cob on that date
Chairman will have views to transmit to Operations.
(In connection with Sino-Indian border coverage and
subject minute, COMOR advised by Operations this

. operational capability is deployed,
MREO review(s) completed.

is limited in its

privilege to remain deployed, and upon conclusion of
current missions--2 more at maximum--must either

redeploy or make arrangements for continuation.
Unquestionably, such continuation would require that

reasons be of major importance. )"
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2. | Jof OSA also advised of the
25X1

conclusion of the COMOR Working Group oAn Tuesday, 29 October,
that they did not consider these targets by themselves to be of
important significance so as to warrant a special mission.

3. My concern in this regard was that COMOR must
remain as alert as possible with regard to the coverage of COMOR
targets, particularly in high risk areas, in order that risk is not
taken needlessly. Were that mission which went last night to this
area to have failed, the first immediate question would likely have
been "Why did it go?''" We need to be able to answer that question.

4, Oun the other hand, needless to say, if the Secretary
of Defense wants this area and the Director is willing to instruct
it to be obtained, the matter is out of our hands.

- 25X1

g Chalirman
Committde on Overhead Reconnaissance

DDS&T

DDS&T

CIA Member COMOR

Ch/PWG

AD/OSA

ID/OSA -
FA/OSA ‘
RB/0OSA

SA/DDS&T

SA/DDS&T

SA/DDS&T

Copy

B W N

— QO O 03O0

e

2 ' ' 25X1

??gg E.r—eg: g:il:‘;;“l‘iﬁ R R ﬁ;)ﬁq ;’v?_'." i " H
| 53¢ IS cere b Viieilalaw B B
{

=% | TOP SECRET

Approved For Release 2006/08/31 : CIA-RDP79B01709A001700020026-5




